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Lettbe of John P. Boyd to His Sister, Mbs. Mabgaeet Stobee. 

Camp 2 miles above Cornwall 
Canada Nov 12. 1813 — 
My Dear Sister 

A Battle was fought yesterday in which your Brother bore a principal 
part and trusts, in the approbation of his Country, It was the most 
inveterate contest, perhaps recorded by the American Army. 

I lead into the field 1500 men without Artillery untill the latter 
part of the affair, The Enemy were not less than 1800 regulars, their 
number of militia, and Indians not counted, — well supplied with Artil- 
lery. Supported by the heavy cannon of 9 gunboats, yet we drove them 
from ravine to rawne, untill they found shelter under the enfilading 
destruction of their Gunboats. 

My duty being accomplished a retrograde move became necessary, 
and we resumed our former position to cover the flotilla. By this move 
we had to cross a deep ravine, by a narrow bridge enfiladed by the 
numerous artillery and Gunboats by which we lost one piece of artillery 
which had been brought into the field, late in the action, and several 
of our wounded officers, among whom I have to lament the gallant 
young Townsend who lost a leg; our division had been under arms 
two days & nights, encountering incessant rains without tents, yet they 
have never been equalled in zeal & bravery — our loss is great, but we 
have reason to believe that of the enemy exceeded it. Young Whiting 
exceeds all praise, he is the most intrepid Soldier I ever saw in battle. 
Heaven has spared your Brother to say he is 

Yours affectionately, 
N.B. John P. Boyd. 

The Battle was fought at Williamsburg 20 miles above this. This 
scrawl is for the private perusal of my Brothers & SistoT-s. 

J. P. B. 

:ttooh ■Poticeg. 

The Teue La Fayette. By George Morgan. Philadelphia, J. B. 
Lippincott Co., 1919. 8vo, pp. 489. Illustrated. Price $2.50 net. 

American books about La Fayette are few and far between. Mr. Tower's 
important work covers his campaigns in the United States, but in 
this new life the author presents his character and career from birth 
to death, for his life was one of action, and his one great creed. Liberty. 
At nineteen he left a young wife, riches, honors and court gayeties in 
order that he might help us in our struggle for independence, and he 
was helpful in bringing about the French Alliance; then we read of 
his prolonged efforts to overthrow the despotism in France; his escape 
from the guillotine; his five years' imprisonment; his independent stand 
against Napoleon; his great American tour of 1824-25; and his last 
restful days at Lagrange. Hardly less interesting is the story also 
told of the devotion of Sime. de La Fayette during her husband's years 
of trial. The True La Fayette will make Americans feel proud and 
grateful. 

The Degeadatiobt of the Democeatic Dogma. By Henry Adams, 
with an Introduction by Brooks Adams. New York, The Macmillan Co., 
1919. 8vo, pp. 317. Price $2.50. 

This new book is a record of the gathering of data in the department 
of human government by three generations of America's most distin- 
guished thinkers, whose lives cover almost the entire period of the 
American experiment. Here are included three brilliant essays — ex- 
pressing and emphasizing the creed which has become the heritage of 
Henry Adams. The result may be summed up in this remarkable con- 
clusion: Vox populi non est vox Dei. As in physics, so also in mind 
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and administration. The theory of averages leads ever to a lower level 
The perfect plebiscite, the democratic ideal, is the synonym not of 
perfect truth but of disaster and confusion. 

Educational Legislation and Administeation in the State op 
New Yokk Fbom 1777 to 1850. By Elsie Garland Hobson. x + 268 pp. 
8vo, net $1.60. 

This volume is the first of an important series dealing with the origin 
and development of American Public School systems. Few subjects if 
any have greater general social interest than the American system of 
public free education, especially at the present time when far-reaching 
plans are being formulated for reconstruction in this field. It is to be 
followed by others of a series and marks the first attempt to set forth 
adequately the legislation of individual States with the purpose of 
indicating every act bearing on education passed within the period under 
consideration. 

The present work is divided into eight chapters having the following 
titles: Formatine Influences, The Origin and D-evelopment of the Dual 
System of School Control in 1820, Education under the Regents, The 
Common School System, Special Legislation for Cities, Support of Edu- 
cation, Education of Special Classes, Summary and Conclusions. The' 
Appendices give a chronological list of all academies incorporated by the 
State and regents, a list of acts granting means of support to academies, 
a list of societies for general educational purposes, and a chronological 
list of titles and dates of all laws relating to education from 1777 to 
18.50. 

Germany In the War and After. By Vernon Kellogg. New York, 
The Maemillan Co., 1919. 8vo, pp. 101. Price $1.00. 

The author of this work was for a number of years connected with 
the American Belief Administration in Europe, and had opportunities 
for personal acquaintanceship with Germans and German conditions 
during all of that time. All of the chapters in the book except the 
last one were written after the Armistice but before the signing of the 
Treaty. 

Contents: The German army; German control of GJermans; What 
the blockade did to food; Other inside difRculties during the war; How 
the people were deceived; What the Germans thought during the war 
and Armistice, and Germany now and tomorrow. 

Jackson'i3 Philadelphia Year Book for 1920. Philadelphia, 1920. 
Pp. 269. 

Jackson's Philadelphia Year Book for 1920-21, improved and enlarged, 
represents an immense amount of research, arranged in a popular way, 
to study the history of the city. The alphabetical arrangement and 
cross reference system makes it handy to consult. The data assembled 
is very readable and instructive, and a wide distribution should reward 
the compiler's effort. 

The History of the Great War. By Roland G. Usher, Ph.D. New 
York, The Maemillan Co., 1919. 8vo, pp. 350. Price $2.50. 

This is a compact, effective and comprehensive history of the war, 
in which the average reader will take a keen interest and enjoyment, for 
its straight-forward style, lively narrative portions and vivid explana- 
tions. Its arrangement is particularly clear, with separate sections on 
the personalities of the war, certain phases of modem warfare, and the 
strategy of the various campaigns. Professor Usher's former publica- 
tions will be remembered as especially fitting him for this sort of 
writing. There are numerous illustrations, including official photo- 
graphs, battle plans, diagrams, etc. 



